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Observe – Feniton Primary School – Family ‘Act of Worship’ 

2015/16 
School: Feniton Primary School                                                                    Date of Visit: 22nd January 2016 

Governor:  Mark Humphries 

 

  

Christian Heart Values.  
We want children at Feniton to be happy to learn; show empathy and a willingness to support others on their learning 
journey; recognise that personal achievement is rewarding and important; take the time to reflect on their actions, 
beliefs and achievements and that of others and trust that there are people around them who will do their very best 
to help them be the BEST THEY CAN BE! 
  

1. Act of Worship 

 Introduced by HoS Mrs Amanda PARSONS, and service led by Rev Cate EDMONDS 

2. What do we do first, & why do we do it? 

 Rev Cate – asked the children who put their hands up, 1 is chosen who explains ‘we light the 
candle’ another is asked why we do this ‘because Jesus is the light of the world and his light guides 
us’ 

3. Opening Prayer 

 Each week the opening prayer is a one about thanks, Rev Cate asked children to think of something 
that wan to say thank you for, again the children place a hand in the air, and two are chosen... one 
child is ‘Thankful for Mrs SPRY’ clearly she is doing something right as regularly features. 

4. This terms theme – ‘The Big question’ 

 Each week of the term the children across the school are given the opportunity to think about and 
discuss a big question around ‘Christian Beliefs’, two previous weeks these have been, 

What is God like? and Why do bad things happen?  

 
This week’s topic: What happens when we die?  

Each of the year groups from Reception to year 5 had a small group of representatives to present 
their thoughts and understanding to the rest of the school, and parents present. 
 
Some of the highlights of their explanations were, a reception child drew a picture of Heaven, it 
was a castle in the sky, but had grass below, the child explained that ‘this is because Heaven is a 
part of earth that floated upwards’. 
 
Several other children talked about Heaven being a place you go to when you die, if you have been 
good, whilst if you hadn’t been good you would go to Hell. Heaven was described as a nice place to 
go where you could play games, and see your friends and family. 
 
One child explained that even if you went to Hell, you may not have to stay there, as once there if 
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you could show you were good, you may still be able to get to Heaven.  – the principle showing the 
Christian value of forgiveness. 
 
Other children explained when you die you can be buried underground, and that after a little while 
your soul would be taken up to Heaven.  The children also expressed that not everyone has the 
same beliefs, one child saying they were not ‘Christian’, and another talking about beliefs where 
people can come back as animals or other people – re-incarnation – this clearly giving the children 
to explore and develop their own beliefs, and to accept others and value their differences. 
 
Future topics over the coming weeks are to be  
Why do people believe in different things?  
Why are we here?  
Can you forgive anything?  
 
All parents are aware of the topics, as this explained by HoS at the start of the presentation, and 
also through the regular school newsletters. 

5. Hymn 

 The whole school take part in standing for a hymn, this accompanied by Mrs Jackson on the piano 
(*apologies I cannot remember which hymn this week) and often the children can use actions and 
dance to the music and words. 

6. Achievement 

 Each week the school give all the children the opportunity to share in the success of individuals, 
groups and teams, both for activities taking place within the school, but also externally. 
 
This  weeks’ highlight’s were 3 Blue Peter Badges, Swimming Certificates, HEART awards for 
improvements in children’s reading and writing, their use of descriptive words in their story 
writing. 
 

- It’s clear that many of the children at the school are fortunate enough to explore learning 
opportunities outside of the school environment, we have children who excel and have 
taken part in sporting events such as football, athletics, badminton, tennis, cricket, 
dressage, gymnastics, locally, regionally, and even internationally.  Other organisations are 
well represented with children taking part in Rainbows, Brownies, Beavers, cubs, and St 
John’s First Aid, all offering children valuable life skills. 

 

7.  Prayer 

 The act of worship is concluded with Rev Cate leading the children in closing prayers, including 
‘The Lord’s Prayer’ – a time for thought and reflection 

8. Musical Achievement 

 This week the school recorder club, were given the opportunity for 4 students to play a piece of 
music, first to the whole audience, and then again as the rest of the children leave the hall. 

 

Notes 

A few general notes from my visit/observations; 

I am lucky enough that I regularly get the opportunity to attend Friday afternoon Act of Worship at 

Feniton Primary School. I am always amazed at the level of confidence that the children, right from the 



Page 3 of 3 

FSU to Year 6 display, when presenting their thoughts and idea’s when discussing the thought/topic of 

the week.   

Often the views of the children is simply astounding, too often as adults we seem to over analyse and 

complicate our thoughts, and the children can bring clarity to our thoughts, more and more I find myself 

listening to children. 

The children are all understandably proud of their achievements, whether recognised whilst learning in 

school, or through activities they take part in outside of school, and it is always pleasing to see so many 

different children, and different activities represented, these include sporting, and academic success, 

but also we have also seen many time clear evidence that the children have greater social awareness of 

the world outside the school.   

We have seen children raise money for international crisis appeals, children taking part in ‘charity 

events’ Race for Life, Shoebox Appeals, Comic Relief... there is always a clear thought process that goes 

into their decision making, and prior to Christmas this highlighted by the flooding experienced in the 

North of the country, many of the children having experienced the problems that flooding has caused 

locally here in Feniton. 

We are very lucky that along with Rev Cate, we also have Rev Danny Beavan, and guests including Rev 

Mark Ward taking the service, it is clear that the pastoral guidance they bring to the school enriches the 

children’s understanding of what it is to be a good Christian. 

 

Mark Humphries 


